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ABOUT THE AWARD: 

As part of long-term commitment to improve business practices in Serbia, 
and recognizing organizational core values and principles based on leading 
the change, for the fourth year in a row AmCham Serbia organizes Annual 
AmCham HERO Award aiming to acknowledge individual, organization or 
institution that is and should be perceived in the Serbian society as the 
role model. AmCham HERO Award is aimed at exceptional individuals, 
institutions, and non-profit organizations who gave remarkable contribution 
to progress in their area of expertise and/or provided the valuable impact to 
overall society regardless the professional capacity.

CRITERIA FOR NOMINEES:
• Recognized for significant contribution in culture, sports, science, 

education, or substantial impact on Serbian society in general

• Demonstrated innovativeness, creativity and determination in achieving 
objectives related to overcoming challenges

• Demonstrated strong leadership in making a difference and readiness 
to stand and fight for causes significant for the Serbian society

• Evoked positive changes and became an inspiration to others to pursue 
their vision to the extent that it becomes a shared effort, a shared vision, 
and a shared success

NOMNATION PROCESS:

• The on-line nomination process was opened until 5pm (local time) on 
February 6, 2017.
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ANNUAL AWARDS

ELIGABILITY TO NOMINATE:
• Only AmCham member companies and AmCham Executive Office were 

eligible to nominate the candidates for AmCham Hero Award.
 

• One member company had the right to make one nomination for the 
AmCham HERO Award.

• AmCham member-companies, non-member companies, members of the 
Jury and organization and/or institutions they represent(ed), members 
of the Executive Office, politically engaged persons and governmental 
institutions and officials were not eligible neither to be nominated for, 
nor to be awarded for as AmCham HERO for 2017.

AWARDING:

Special Jury, consisted of 5 prominent individuals form Serbian society will 
review all of the submitted and completed nominations and decided on the 
Awardee, based on the criteria set for the Award.

The Jury is comprised of:

Srđan Ognjanović, Principle of Mathematical Grammar School in Belgrade 
(Presiding)

Aja Jung, Director of the Belgrade Dance Festival

Vladimir Vanja Grbić, former Volleyball player and 2000 Olympics Gold 
Medalist

Tatjana Veselinović, Journalist, Producer & Editor, N1 – CNN Exclusive New 
Channel Affiliate

Igor Bogićević, CTO and Founder at Seven Bridges Genomics

AmCham HERO Award will be 
announced on AmCham General 
Assembly Meeting, to be held on 
February 21, 2017.
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Nominee: Belhospice Center

Explanation: BELhospice is the first specialized charity organization in Serbia 
to provide palliative care to cancer patients during the last phase of their 
illness in order to improve the quality of their and their families’ lives through 
the prevention and relief of suffering by means of early identification and 
impeccable assessment and treatment of pain and other problems, physical, 
psycho-social and spiritual. Their multidisciplinary team consists of medical 
specialists, nurses, social workers, psychologist, a spiritual coordinator and 
over 100 trained volunteers. 

BELhospice assists in the process of education of relevant professionals 
and promotes the palliative care concept in the wider community. They 
are engaged in lobbying for relevant policy and legislation changes aimed 
at incorporating palliative care within the existing health care system.  In 
addition, BELhospice organizes a wide range of different fundraising events 
throughout the year to raise necessary funds to support its work. The most 
successful events are Bowling, Football and Tennis tournaments as well as 
participation in the Belgrade marathon as a member of the Belhospice team 
and a Charity Ball.  

In Serbia, there is no specialized inpatient hospice able to provide 
multidisciplinary palliative care. In 2016 BELhospice raised funds to establish 
the first inpatient hospice in Serbia. The hospice will be constructed 
according to the highest standards and will provide palliative care 24/7 and 
will accommodate an inpatient unit with 12 beds, an outpatient clinic, a day 
care center, education center and working space for staff. Each year the 
Hospice will provide 500 admissions to the inpatient unit, 2500 home care 
visits, 600 outpatient consultations and 2500 visits to the day care center.  

Nominated by: 
Apatinska Pivara
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Nominee: Children SOS Line 

The Children’s SOS Line is available to all children and young people in 
Serbia (1.3 million children aged 6 to 18 years) 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year toll free for all mobile network and public payphones. The calls are 
confidential and anonymous ,and counseling services for children, teens and 
adults concerned about children is constantly accessible at 0800 123456. 
The line provides counselling services to the standards and principles of the 
accredited program; mediation to appropriate services and institutions in 
the system of protection of children’s rights.

Children callers are supported with a special emphasis on prevention of 
violence. The outcome of the advisory conversation is not ready-made 
advice, but establishing a proactive attitude towards the presented issues, 
as well as a guided process to develop possible options for a solution. The 
National Children’s Line now employs 25 trained telephone counsellors: 
psychologists, social workers, special education teachers, lawyers and health 
workers who have all undergone special training in telephone counselling, 
two supervisors who work in shifts, one group supervisor and a director.

The existence and development of telephone services for children is one 
of the models of promoting children’s rights and protecting them from 
violence, abuse and discrimination, and protecting the right of the child 
to a safe childhood and family life. The National Children’s Line (NADEL)is 
aimed at protecting children from possible risks, and allowing them a better 
and safer childhood, and advocates for the voice of children who call the 
Children’s Line.

Nominated by: 
Transcom Worldwide
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Nominated by: 
Delhaize

Nominee: Food Bank Belgrade

Explanation: With over 100,000 people in Serbia living below the poverty 
threshold there is a need for providing food and basic supplies to a large part 
of the population. Since its founding, Food Bank Belgrade has, in cooperation 
with over 180 organizations and institutions, helped over 165,000 socially 
endangered or marginalized people across Serbia. With only two employees, 
no office space and a total budget of around 150,000, Food Bank Belgrade 
has gathered around 2,000 tons of food worth over 2,130,000 euros.

Food Bank Belgrade bases its work on three principles: no money is accepted 
for the purchase of food; food donations are not gathered and distributed 
to end users directly by the Food Bank, but through a network of social 
institutions and organizations; and transparency in all its work activities. 
Food Bank is the only organization in Serbia which provides a framework 
which enables food donations from socially responsible companies.

Food Bank of Belgrade envisions a humane and responsible society with all 
relevant subjects acting to reduce poverty, especially hunger which is one 
of its most drastic forms. To achieve this, Food Bank Belgrade implements 
ongoing food donations programs with various companies, organizes food 
gathering events and tries to improve the legal and social framework which 
would enable easier food donation.
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Nominated by: 
Delta Holding

Nominee: Goran Nikolić

Explanation: Goran Nikolić is a 49 year old visually impaired person who 
can see only 5% in one eye. He is married and has a child. Goran has 30 
years experience in working with athletes with disabilities. He established 
Paralympic Academy ‘’Junior’’ in order to provide inclusive conditions for 
athletes. He is also a founder of the ’’Sports Association of blind and visually 
impaired’’, ‘’Para-cycling Association of Serbia’’, the first Goalball Club and 
League and is a member of Serbia`s National Cycling Team. He also promoted 
the employment of people with disabilities and initiated their training.

Goran has initiated, organized and participated in numerous sports events:  
tandem-bicycle Marathon Kragujevac – Mostar; 10 full athletic marathons 
in 10 consecutive days; and cycling tour “Subotica – Vranje”. In 2004 he 
purchased first tandem-bicycles in Serbia which marked the beginning of 
a new Paralympic discipline in the region. He initiated construction of the 
Center for sport and rehabilitation of persons with disabilities “Iskra“ in 
Kragujevac. “Iskra“ is the only Paralympic Center in the region adjusted to 
persons with all types of disabilities.
 
Goran has received many awards for his contribution to the affirmation of 
Paralympic sports in Serbia. In 2016 Goran ran 55 marathons in 55 consecutive 
days and now he is waiting for confirmation of that accomplishment from 
Guinness World Records. In addition to extreme sports challenges and 
showing the potential of people with disabilities, this activity has a strong 
humanitarian character. In this way Goran wants to introduce Center “Iskra“ 
to the region and to raise money for sports activities. Due to his sport 
achievement, Goran was listed as one of 20 outstanding persons of 2016 by 
Blic.



8

Nomenee: Impact Hub Belgrade 

Impact Hub Belgrade (IHB) is a diverse and dynamic organization made of 
entrepreneurs, freelancers, creatives and innovators, with authenticity and 
cultural diversity as core characteristic. Cross-pollination between different 
cultures, industries, levels of experience and skills creates a unique ecosystem 
where IHB builds connections and identifies impact enabling resources.  IHB 
was launched in December 2014, and since 2015, it gathered 277 members, 
30 volunteers, 8 international hosts, and organized over 400 events and 
1,000 meetings, advocating for more sustainable employment in Serbia.

Addressing the challenge of generating more sustainable employment in 
Serbia , IHB boosts employability through nourishing the entrepreneurship 
skills; develops custom products and services for its members and their 
partners; grows enterprises and enables investment-readiness for high-
potential scalable ventures, bringing a valuable impact to the overall change 
and progress of Serbian society. Its strong influence as an engine of socio-
economic development  brought to its members 84,7% of businesses 
opportunities through IHB in 2015 (out of all other opportunities they 
discovered in 2015). 

IHB demonstrates its innovativeness and creativity in leading, supporting, 
enabling and connecting locally and internationally its entrepreneurs and 
members who are bringing to the forefront fair, marketable, scalable and 
innovative ventures and practices. In this pioneering efforts, IHB promotes 
and grows market demand for more fair products, and boosts skills and 
collaboration practices. Its programs are customized per sector expertise 
and provide matching between mentors with entrepreneurs that ultimately 
renders more scalable and investable products and ventures with impact.

Nominated by: 
I&F McCann Grupa
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Nominated by: 
Raiffeisen banka a.d.

Nominee: Magdalena Đorđević

Explanation: Magdalena Đorđević is engaged in theoretical physics. She 
graduated from the Faculty of Physics, and gained a PhD from Columbia 
University, continuing her research in the field of nuclear physics in Ohio. Six 
years ago, Magdalena returned to Serbia at the invitation of the Institute of 
Physics. She got a prestigious European Research Council (ERC) grant of 
1.4 million euros and proved that, despite inadequate state support, local 
researchers belong to the European scientific elite.
 
Dr. Đorđević explores properties of matter, and is among only 12 European 
scientists who will receive  the support of Europe in the next five years to 
conduct research that could change the course of world science.  A part 
of the ERC fund Magdalena aims to use to attract and recruit young and 
talented people and to invest in project infrastructure in order to create 
conditions for research comparable to any advanced country or institution. 

Dr. Đorđević`s example serves as a bright spot for young scientists, and 
generally speaking young, educated people in Serbia. This is a testament to 
her hard work and dedicate more important evidence that it is possible to 
stay or return to our country, carry out scientific projects and research and 
manage a successful career helping to further development and progress of 
our society.
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Nominated by: 
Ana & Vlade Divac Foundation

Nominee: Milorad Jurković

Explanation: Milorad Jurković, known as Mile Stolar (Mile the Carpenter) 
is an excellent example of an individual philanthropist who is dedicated to 
supporting vulnerable families. His main activity is creating and donating 
baby-feeding chairs; in less than two years he has donated over 850! Apart 
from that, Mile services kindergarten and elderly people’s furniture for free. He 
is also preparing a new project - producing and donating specially adjusted 
chairs for children with disabilities. His family, friends and many followers are 
involved in this philanthropic work that is spreading goodness across the Serbia. 
 
Mile personally visits the families himself to make sure that chairs are really 
needed. He has over 25.000 Facebook followers and is using social media 
to communicate with them and with beneficiary families as well. Mile is also 
regularly featured in the national media and is always inspiring people to join 
his efforts. Many individuals and companies have reacted and are constantly 
providing support for his work. By all this Mile has created a chain of 
philanthropy and he is practicing strong leader capabilities as an inspiration 
for many other to join efforts to make Serbia a better place.

Mile Jurković is a great leader whose work is widely recognized and 
appreciated by Serbian society. He inspires faith in humanity and is a real 
motivator for other people to follow his philanthropic lead. In less than 
two years of intensive philanthropic work, Mile has directly influenced and 
supported hundreds of families across the country and the region, and is also 
influencing thousands of people with his phenomenal and inspiring work. 
Mile Jurković deserves to be an AmCham Hero since he is a real leader in 
change and a person who works every day to help other people.
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Nominated by: 
Executive Group

Nominee: Organization Liceulice

Explanation: Since the 2010 organization Liceulice has developed programs 
of direct support to marginalized groups with the aim to integrate them 
into to society and improve their economic status. One LU activity is 
distribution of Liceulice Magazine through an organized network of sellers, 
marginalized persons who earn 50 percent of the price of each copy sold. 
Organization LU is a hero that has made significant change in our society by 
providing help to those most in need. But more important is the joint effort 
and solidarity in offering solutions is crucial to solving the problems that our 
society faces. 

Liceulice has shown determination in achieving its objectives. Its most 
successful action Liceulice Magazine was almost terminated during 2016, 
due to shortage of finances. However, many individuals and companies 
recognized the magazine’s purpose and helped by donations, purchasing 
the magazines in the name of the vendors, organized sales and group 
subscriptions.

Organization Liceulice is a leader in change in our society when it comes 
to benefitting marginalized and vulnerable groups. Since its first issue, 
the magazine has evoked positive changes and brought together several 
organizations, including: The Children’s Shelter, Belgrade; KEC Center in 
Belgrade; Red Cross, Palilula; Association Živimo zajedno; Shelter for adults 
and the elderly, Belgrade; Special education school Milan Petrović, Novi Sad 
and others. Today, all of them work on the same goal – further progress in 
cultural, social and economic inclusion of marginalized groups in society.
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Nominee: Stefan Velja

Stefan Velja (22), a young Serbian scientist is the proud winner of the Medal 
of First Order of the Kingdom of Belgium, the award of the Romanian Ministry 
for Development and Innovation, as well as a gold medalist of the Moscow 
Institute for Innovation for a single invention: a patented “thrombus guard,’’ 
a creative medical development. Without any previous medical knowledge, 
Stefan’s idea was to secure a stent to a blood vessel to protect the vital 
organs from blood clots. His invention won the gold medal, an award of the 
International Eureka Contest in Brussels in 2014.

Driven by a desire to help his father, who struggled with thrombosis, Stefan 
came up  invented a protective stent – a device that is inserted into the 
appropriate blood vessel in order to protect the vital organs (brain, heart, 
lungs). Stefan is not much different from his peers. This young man, as 
described by his brother, is “a nerd who likes to hang out”, plays piano and 
guitar, practices sports, plays bridge with his team and provides a positive 
example of how with an idea, work and effort, one can get great results.

Patented inventions have, in fact, pervaded every aspect of human life. 
Patents provide incentives and protection for individuals by offering them 
recognition for their creativity and the possibility of material reward for their 
inventions. At the same time, the obligatory publication of patents and patent 
applications facilitates the mutually-beneficial spread of new knowledge. 
These incentives and the dissemination of knowledge about new inventions 
encourage further innovation, which assures that the quality of human life 
and the well-being of society is continuously enhanced.

Nominated by: 
BlackBox Advertising



13

ANNUAL AWARDS

Nominee: Stojan Radenović

Stojan Radenović, PhD is a retired professor of mathematics from the Faculty 
of Mechanical Engineering, University of Belgrade, and the most-cited 
Serbian scientist. HIs scientific papers and research published in international 
scientific journals elevated the univerity by almost a hundred places up to 
its best-ever ranking in the  Shanghai List of Academic Ranking of World 
Universities. In 2015 Thomson Reuters included Professor Radenović among 
the World`s 3000 Most Influential Scientific Minds.  On February 15, 2016, 
the President of Serbia honored him with the Medal for Exceptional Merit.

During his career Professor Radenović shifted his interests to various 
mathematical problems from many mathematical fields, encouraging his 
students to do so also, thus getting a broader perspective of subjects. 
During his lectures, he often compared math with the art, especially with 
painting, inviting students to challenge and rethink their views and refresh 
their mental images, helping them to overthrow basic concepts of a lecture, 
using tricks rather than patterns, and inviting them to see mathematical 
proofs and arguments as beautiful. 

Standing at the point that working on his own in mathematics removes 
one from the scientific map, Radenović generously and humbly shares his 
achievements with the generations of students, associates, assistants and 
professors he inspired and was inspired by, both in Serbia and abroad, and 
also with colleagues from various departments and faculties of the University 
of Belgrade. Daring to create scientific authority while breaking it, Professor 
Radenović inspired generations of mathematicians to act accordingly, giving 
the mathematical society in Serbia an aura of excellence both in the past and 
for decades to come.

Nominated by: 
Omnicom Solutions
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Nominee: Trag Foundation

Trag is among top five local foundations in Serbia with a unique grant-making 
approach to community development. In the past 18 years, Trag has provided 
more than 1,250 grants of a total value greater than $6 million to grassroots 
civic initiatives that have created positive social changes in more than 200 
communities across Serbia. Trag has launched the 1st award for philanthropy 
in Serbia and for the past 10 years has recognized over 60 corporate and 
individual philanthropists. Trag has supported more than 200,000 refugees 
and migrants by establishing Info Park in collaboration with B92 Fund.

In its effort to remain a source of permanent support to citizens and 
communities in Serbia, Trag established in 2012 the first Endowment Fund 
in the civil society in Serbia. By piloting this creative and innovative concept, 
Trag has demonstrated leadership and attracted a group of supporters 
committed to building this unique sustainable funding model for addressing 
social issues in Serbia in the future. Through its advocacy efforts, Trag has 
influenced the improvement of legislation for giving in Serbia, including the 
Law on Endowments and Foundation and tax incentives for corporate giving.

By promoting a sustainable and proactive civil society, Trag has built 
capacities in last 10 years of over 100 CSOs partnerships with stakeholders 
and raised funds from individuals and companies on the local level. This effort 
inspired similar foundations from Southeast Europe in the SIGN Network 
to develop a regional program that supported a number of organizations 
to raise over 200,000 EUR and develop strong ties with relevant actors in 
their communities. Trag and the SIGN Network have developed standards for 
transparency in fundraising which were endorsed by over 200 CSOs across 
the region.

Nominated by:
Erste Bank Serbia & Foundation 
for New Communications Dokukino
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